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Action Agenda

To Enhance Entrepreneurship Opportunities

National Entrepreneurship Week is a national effort designed to give every state the opportunity to recognize the ways entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship education positively impact our local, state and national economy.  Entrepreneurs at every level bring innovative thinking, leadership and job creation to communities of all sizes.  Their positive outcomes can only be sustained through specific community and statewide strategies that enhance entrepreneurship opportunities for more youth and adults. The current White House Initiative - Helping America’s Youth - calls upon adults to care, connect, and commit to young people so that they help youth become community assets, making better choices that lead to healthier, more successful lives in the future. 

Please consider these specific recommendations named in this Action Agenda to help build capacity in your state to support entrepreneurship.  The nation’s Governors are working to align investments in education, R&D, and entrepreneurship particularly at the early stages of investing on which innovative entrepreneurs depend. Our action agenda can improve this alignment!  These suggestions are consistent with The National Governors Association’s broad based “high road” of innovation approach as developed in their “Innovation America” initiative.  The basis of this initiative is that the education system must produce the knowledge that allows people not only to conceive new inventions, but also be able to figure out how to produce them, and develop the skills necessary to use them. Entrepreneurial skills help all people to enjoy the economic freedoms of the USA.
ACTIONS to Enhance Entrepreneurship Opportunities

Provide a rigorous and relevant education for all students so that they have the skills essential for the 21st Century. See http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/ for leadership. 
Utilize entrepreneurship as context for academic skills and as content when appropriate to teach the essential decision making and problem solving skills for building an innovative economy.

Ensure that youth and adults as a part of the above action step have opportunities to develop entrepreneurial knowledge, skills and attitudes in their specific career pathway through the lifelong learning process.

The U S House of Representatives resolved (June 7, 2006) that Congress encourages the implementation of entrepreneurship education throughout the United States.  (See H Res #699)

Provide training and education to build a skilled workforce to meet the needs of industry and communities. 
Focus especially on rural initiatives and tourism marketing as they can quickly impact the economy. “Innovation Clusters/Zones” seem to be a strategy working to encourage entrepreneurs in many areas.
Promote research and development by leveraging public funds and encouraging partnerships throughout the economy. 
Students in local schools, community colleges and universities can learn about innovations and be appropriately prepared for the workplaces in the “research labs” of the public and private education systems.
Develop entrepreneur-friendly economic, regulatory and tax policies in order to encourage individuals to “make a job rather than take a job”. 

In rural areas as well as impoverished urban centers, the hope of building a life for one’s self develops the ownership mentality that offers hope for improving one’s life. 
Support entrepreneurs by providing seed funding and incentives for job creation (see previous action step) in order to keep the economy growing. 

Funding for innovations allows entrepreneurs to get their products and services available to the public and create the opportunities for growing a business. 

Continuously celebrate the creativity, contributions, and achievements of entrepreneurs in your community, your state and our nation. Seek visible ways to highlight the contributions and thank entrepreneurs for their contributions to the economy.
Seek publicity about entrepreneurs’ work and contributions to the economy, Develop Halls of Fame for Entrepreneurs in local schools and universities, chambers of commerce and in other public spaces encourage current entrepreneurs and future generations of entrepreneurs.                                                                                                                               







